IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1-7 and 9 as follows. A marked-up copy of the amended 
claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. Note that all the claims currently pending 
in this application, including those not presently being amended, have been reproduced below for 
the Examiner's convenience. 



(Amended) A camera comprising: 



^(ly^ a physical element that can change light transmission factor throughout said 
physical element; \ 

photoelectric conversion means for receiving an optical image transmitted 
through said physical element at a position of an imaging plane, and for converting the optical 



image into an electrical image signal; 

\ 



memory^ means for storing correcting information for correcting a change in an 



optical characteristic of said physical element with respect to a change of the light transmission 
factor throughout said physical element; and 



control means for performing on the electrical image signal output from said 
photoelectric conversion means, correction of the change in the optical characteristic of the 
physical element in accordance with the correcting information read out from said memory 



means corresponding to the light transmission factor throughout said physical element, and 
controlling drive of said physicll element according to the corrected electrical image signal. 
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2. (Amended) A camera according to claim 1, wherein said control means 
adjusts a stored correction amount of wavelength dependency characteristics of the light 
transmission factor. 

3. (Amended) A camera according to claim 1, wherein said control means 
corrects said change by auto white-balance control for an output signal from said photoelectric 
conversion means. 

4. (Amended) A camera according to claim 1, wherein said control means 
corrects said change by changing a sensitivity of said photoelectric conversion means in 
accordance with a light wavelength. 

5. (Amended) A camera according to claim 4, wherein said control means 
corrects said change by a filter provided with one of said photographing optical system and said 
photoelectric conversion means. 

6. (Amended) A camera according to claim 1, wherein said control means 
corrects said change by arranging another physical element capable of controlling a light 
transmission factor in the photographing optical system. 

7. (Amended) A camera according to claim 1, wherein said control means 
comprises storage means for storing at least one of the light transmission factor wavelength 
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dependency of said physical element and the correction amount of the light transmission factor 
wavelength dependency of said physical element. 



8. (Unamended) A video camera according to claim 7, wherein said storage 
means stores at least one of a plurality of light transmission factor wavelength dependencies and 
a plurality of correction amounts in accordance with at least one of the light transmission factor 
and the light transmission amount of said physical element. 




\ 

^(Nine Times Amended) A camera comprising: 
a physical element that can change a light transmission factor throughout said 

\ 

physical element; \ 

photoelectric conversion means for receiving an optical image transmitted 
\j jj through said physical element at a position of an imaging plane, for converting the optical image 
into an electrical image signal, and capable of adjusting at least one of a light accumulation time 
and a sensitivity; 

memory lAeans for storing correcting information for correcting a change in an 
optical characteristic of said physical element with respect to a change of the light transmission 
factor throughout said physicaRelement; 

correcting means for performing on the electrical image signal output from said 
photoelectric conversion means, correction of the change in the optical characteristic of the 
physical element in accordance witm the correcting information read out from said memory 
means corresponding to the light transmission factor throughout said physical element; and 



i 

exposure amount adjustment means for controlling an exposure amount by a 
combination of adjusting at le ast one of the light transmission factor and the light transmission 
amount of said physical element according to the electrical image signal corrected by said 
correcting means, and adjustii ig at least one of the light accumulation time and the sensitivity of 

means. 



said photoelectric conversion 



10. (Unamended) A video camera according to claim 9, wherein said 
exposure amount adjustment means electrically adjusts at least one of the light transmission 
factor and the light transmission amount of said physical element. 



11. (Unamended) A video camera according to claim 9, wherein said 
exposure amount adjustment means adjusts at least one of the light transmission factor and the 
light transmission amount of said physical element in accordance with incident light. 



12. (Unamended) A video camera according to claim 9, wherein said 
exposure amount adjustment means comprises storage means for storing at least one relationship 
between at least one of the light transmission factor and the light transmission amount of said 
physical element and at least one of the light accumulation time and the sensitivity of said 
photoelectric conversion means. 
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